And while we perceive no necessity, and feel no inclination to follow each through the tortuous and labyrinthine windings of their several articles, we shall state fairly their propositions and arguments, and make such reflections as our acquaintance with the subject, and truth and justice may seem to demand.
Drs. Gardette and Trenor have assumed that the present system of dental education is radically defective; that the experiment of dental colleges has been fully and fairly tried, and has most emphatically failed; that this failure is attributable, first, to the impolicy and inexpediency of organizing separate schools for the specialty of dental surgery?and, secondly, from the incompetency and inefficiency of a part of the faculty of the Baltimore College; that dental colleges so far as they have been tested, have most glaringly magnified an evil they profess to correct, and have acted as a greater drawback upon professional advancement and improvement, so decidedly inefficient are they, than if they had never existed, &c. We think from our acquaintance with the resources, the operations, and the results of the first regularly organized dental college, extending now over a period of twelve years, that we are in a position to furnish a rather more reliable account of the utility, and practical working of the scheme, than can reasonably be expected from individuals whose information appears, from their writings, to be extremely limited and meagre; and who, up to the present, have never exhibited a very deep concern, or a very lively interest in any plan or scheme that looked to the elevation and improvement of dental science. Indeed, we have been not a little amused, at the new-born zeal of two gentlemen, who have perhaps grown gray in the profession, without ever before having given signal proofs of their devotion to its interests. Where is the record or evidence that these gentlemen have ever before contributed their efforts, or lent their influence, to any measure that looked to the general good of dental science, its cultivation or improvement ? We know of none; we do know, however, and those who are familiar with the first organized and efficient effort in that direction, the institution of the American Society of Dental Surgeons, may remember the part played by these neophyte reformers. Then, as now, they acted in concert?they withdrew themselves, and stood aloof from all co-operation with the oldest, the wisest and best members of the profession, who banded themselves together as brothers, and forgetting or losing sight of There is a slight inconsistency in the advantages which Dr. Trenor claims for the dental student in medical colleges, and in what he subsequently says of those institutions in their relations to this specialty, that we confess our inability to reconcile. Remember, Dr. Trenor charges, that full two-thirds of all the instruction inculcated by medical faculties in medicine and surgery, and that too the most important part to the dental student, is not arranged for in dental colleges, nor have the professors in those institutions the capacity to teach it with any degree of usefulness or benefit. Now compare the foregoing with a literal quotation from the same article: "That in all the medical colleges of this country, there is not one it is believed, in which, either the professors of medicine or surgery, ever make the slightest allusion in their lectures to this specialty, (dental surgery,) the professors of anatomy being the only ones who touch at all upon the topic, and for all practical 'purposes the little they do say, (the italics are our own,) is altogether useless ; in fact it must be considered as totally neglectedWhere is the all important two-thirds, that no professor in a dental college is capable of teaching? Strikingly fit and proper places these medical colleges for the education of dental surgeons ; scarcely an allusion is made tQ the specialty of dental surgery, and the little that is said is practically altogether an expose of his attainments in those departments of learning so inefficiently taught in dental colleges, and yet 60 important to the dental surgeon. Nevertheless, he pronounces Dr. Trenor's production "able," whether he really so esteems it, whether it is only the "response of good breeding," to an acceptable service; or whether it is a sly and artful expression of irony, we cannot precisely make out.
It would be amusing, could we follow Dr. Trenor through his illustrative cases, in which he stultifies the practitioners of medicine and general surgery, and most successfully controverts, and upsets all the claims and positions, which he urges, and assumes in behalf of medical colleges, and their relation to the specialty of dental surgery?in which, the accuracy of his diagnosis, the wonderful certainty of his prognosis, and the readiness and fertility of his resources, are made to place him in such favorable contrast, with medically and surgically educated practitioners, as well as with mere dentists. The magnitude and importance of the cases, their marvelous obscurity, the amount of science and skill ineffectually applied to their treatment; and the promptness with which their true characters were revealed, and their progress attacked and overcome by Dr. John Trenor, is most amazing. All who would enjoy a hearty laugh, may find food for merriment, in this expose of empty pretension and magnificent folly.
Dr. Trenor draws from his reported cases the following inferences: first, the inability of the medical practitioner, aided though he be by the mere mechanical dentist, fully to comprehend or successfully to treat diseases of such and similar character.
Secondly, that there are indications and functions to be fulfilled in the specialty of dental surgery, "which more correctly come within the sphere of the educated dentist, but he must be fully instructed in all the requisites of his department.
The practitioner of medicine is obviously incompetent to their management." Thirdly, "the incapacity of the mere mechanical dentist even to comprehend, much less to prescribe, understandingly, for the treatment of diseases on which he is nevertheless constantly consulted. 
